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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 

OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 


SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabited,  houses 
Rateable  Value 


Sum  represented,  by  aid.  Rate  £90. 


3E<yTI0N  B. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  under  this  heading. 


* 


SECTION  C. 


WATER . 


Quality  -  Ash  Hill  Supply.  This  was  examined 
bacteriologically  twice  during  the  year.  The 
Analyst’s  Report  was  satisfactory  in  eachcase. 
Caldecote  Supply.  A  Bacteriological  examination 
was  made  each  month  and  in  every  case  the  water 
was  found  to  be  of  a  high  standard  of  bacterial 
purity. 

Quantity  -  There  was  considerable  shortage  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  Owing  to  this  shortage 
it  was  necessary  to  impose  restrictions  on  the 
use  of  the  Public  Supply  from  8  p.m.  until  6  a.m. 
This  was  in  operation  from  August  26th  to  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  Caldecote  Supply  failed  to  yeild  the  expected 
quantity ,  this  put  an  extra  strain  on  the  Ash  Hill  Supply 
which  was  unable  to  meet  the  full  demands ^  With  our  present 
supply  this  shortage  will  occur  during  dry  periods  ®^en  for 
our  present  needs,  and  taking  into  consideration  any  turther 
development  of  the  town  it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
augment  the  present  supply.  The  only  way  to  do  this  is 
either  by  increasing  the  Caldecote  Supply 9  or  by  implementing 
the  supply  from  an  additional  source. 

I  am  sure  the  Council  will  give  this  matter  their 
serious  consideration  early  in  the  New  Year  so  that  adequate 
supply  may  be  secured  for  1943* 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  has  been  no  flooding  during  the  year. 

The  question  of  the  Sewage  Works  will  require  the 
attention  of  the  Council  in  the  near  future. 


SCAVENGING. 

House  Refuse.  Fortnightly  collections  have  been 
continued  during  the  year  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour 
and  transport ,  it  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

Highway  Scavenging.  Here  again ?  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  labour  there  has  been  a  curtailment  of  this 
service.  This  is  unavoidable  but  ~lf&  no  means  desirable 
from  a  Public  Health  point  of  view.  Repeated  requests 
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for  labour  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service  hut  no  adequate  labour  has  been  forthcoming. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Some 
minor  repairs  to  unfit  houses  have  been  carried  out.  There 
is  a  great  shortage  of  houses  and  consequently  some 
overcrowding. 

I  hope  the  Council  will  consideE  post  war  housing 
development  at  an  early  date  so  that  a  start  can  be  made 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

Housing  inspections  have  been  carried  out  with  a  view 
to  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

SECTION  E. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  meat  coming  to  the  district  has  been 
regularly  inspected,  both  canned  and  carcase.  Due  care 
and  discretion  have  been  exercised. 

SECTION  P. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  district 
has  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious  diseases  during 
the  year. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  has  occured  during  the  year. 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  both  aged 
five.  One  case  was  removed  to  hospital 

One  mild  case  of  Ophthalmie  Neotatorum  was  notified. 

There  wse  were  two  cases  of  measles,  both  children 
aged  six. 

Tuberculosis. 

Two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
one  male  aged  39*  one  female  aged  30. 

Three  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 
two  males  both  aged  10,  one  female  aged  3« 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  matter  was  seriously  tackled  by  the  Council  in  .  . 
1941,  and  the  drive  has  been  maintained  since.  The 
principle  acted  on  was  that  Sessions  should  be  held  at  each 
department  of  the  Elementary  Schools  and  that  Private  Schools 
should  be  visited.  The  Head  Teachers  of  both  Elementary  and 
Ppivate  schools  w ©pe  asked  to  obtain  the  written  consent  of 
the  parents  of  as  many  children  as  possible  attending  school. 
The  time  and  place  of  the  Sessions  was  advertised  and  parents 
urged  to  bring  their  children  under  5  although  they  might 
not  be  attending  school.  This  duty  was  willingly  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Teachers  and  much  credit  is  due  to  them.  The 
Education  Authority  was  also  most  helpful  in  placing  the 
schools  at  our  disposal,  and  by  starting  propoganda  through 
their  Health  Visitors. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  Cont. 

The  Schools  were  visited  "by  a  Doctor  and  a  Nurse  and 
inoculation  carried  out,  the  results  were 

Children  under  5  years  90  immunised 

Between  5-15  years  500  " 

This  was  done  "before  September  30th  1941  ?  between  this 
date  and  the  end  of  the  year  12  other  children  under  5  were 
immunised,  and  2  between  5-15  years. 

In  1942  the  schools  were  again  visited  and  the  result 
of  this  was:- 

Children  under  5  years  23  immunised 

Between  5-15  years  83  M 

The  infant  welfare  cehtre  has  played  an  important  part 
here  53  children  under  5  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  results  can  be  tabulated  as  follows: - 


Up  to  September  1941 
Sept.  30th  to  Dec.  31st  1941 
Jan.  1st  to  #une  30th  1942 
June  30th  to  Dec.  31st  1942 


Estimated  Child  population. 
Under  5  years  322 


Under  5  years  5  - 

90  500 

12  2 

5  -1 

77  83 

1 84  586 


5-15  years  800 


15  yrs. 


By  this  calculation  we  find  that 


57%  of  the  children  under  5  have  been  immunised 
and  73%  "  "  ”  5-15  years  old. 


As  to  the  future,  figures  show  that  it  is  more 
difficult  to  reach  children  under  5  than  those  between 
5  -  15*  This  is  because  those  under  5  do  not  as  a  rule, 
attend  school.  Theoretically  these  children  should  be 

contacted  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  but  only  a  small 
percentage  attend  the  centre.  The  only  way  of  reaching 
those  under  5  is  to  get  them  immunised  by  their  own  doctor. 

I  shall  ask  the  council  early  in  the  New  Year  to  adopt  a  scheme 
whereby  private  practitioners  can  immunise  children  under  5 
at  their  own  home,  or  at  the  Doctor’s  Surgery,  the  Council 
paying  the  doctors  an  agreed  fee. 

This  concludes  my  report. 

(Sgd.)  Chas.  F.  Bailey 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  5th  1943- 


